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Nellie Bly
She Did Tt All

By Brooke Kroeger

ellie Bly was one of the late nineteenth century’s
maost rousing characters, In the 18805 she pioneered
the development of “detective”™ or “stunt” reporting,
thw acknowledged forerunner of ﬁ:.ll—ﬁnaie investiga-
tve pournalism. Whille still in her early twenties, the
E!-I'.HJI'I.E ple of her fearless mmk;dpJupEﬂ the
esson to oo tions of women a
clamoring to write hard mmJILj; e s

Bly performed feats for the record books. She feigned insanity and
engineered her own commitment to a mental asylum, then exposed its
horrid conditions. She circled the globe faster than any living or fic-
Honal soul in 1890, After leaving journalism, she designed, manufac-
tured, and marketed the first steel barmel produced in the United
States. She owned and operated her factories as a model of social wel-
fare for her fifteen hundred employees, ing them health benefits,
a library, and recreational facilities. She was the first woman to report
from the eastern front in World War I She ed to the Paris Peace
Conference to argue the case of defeated Ausiria to President
Woodrow Wilson. Retuming to New York, she wrote a widely read
advice column while devoting herself to the plight of the unfortunate,
most pofably unwed and indigent mothers and their o ing,

Bly's life {1864—1922) spanned Reconstruction, the Victorian amd
Progressive Eras, the Great War, and its aftermath, Though bom to
privilege, she grew up without ik She had po formal education after
the age of fifteen. It was then she added the final “¢” for flourish to her
birthname of Elizabeth Jane Cochran and at age twenty took the
byline Nellie Bly, which she came to use in her private life as well. She
always knew that her greatest asset was the force of her own will.
Even well into middle age, Bly saw herself as “Miss Push and Get
There,” the living example of what, in her ime, was “That Mew Amer-
ican Girl.™

The clearest testimony to how phenomenal Bly's life was is the fact
that her legend has survived without any organized collection of her
personal or professional papers in the form of published memoirs,
correspondence, a memorial, or an established archive. This, in part,

ina her neglect by scholars. In fact, before the publication of Nel-
lie Bly: Daredevil, Reporter, Feminist in 1994, anyone interested in know-
ing more about her had to rely on a number of juvenile biographies,
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all partly fctionalized, which have done
a= mach fo distort the recond as they TR
i perpetuate Bly's memory.

L nader -\.u.\_|| |,|,||||,‘||'. i, the decsaon to
wrile a full-scale blegraphy was boond to
pigan an ieordinabe ameaant of |-II-I- hefanl
[wing. Bly's maosd sensational newspaper
adventures were well known, of coursy;
bl the rest of her Hie was & bilur, At thi
slarl of this progect, seven of her Fetbers
had been preserved in research facilitics
sim al e Carmegie Library m Pikbsin r=h
amd o L e S0 |,'\-| ia Bmith codlection al
Smith College. Tly worked tor e Ditls
|-|--._:|'-_|I Do, TTie Mo York Woeld, and
The Mew Yook Eveming o, bat bher
stories had mever been cataloged or
indexed.! As a celebrity of the first mag-
mitudde in furn-od-dhe-century MNew Yook,
repeated meferences o Bly were sune o
have appearced in the majer popular puk-
lications of this day: But agoin, there was
o bisliezraphic indes for localing them
ke only primary source materials e d-
ilv avatlable wene the four books Bl
swmbe: Six Momths i Micice, Ten Diys @
Mad-boicae, The Mustery of Cerfral Sark
and Melle s Sovk; Aromsand Hhe Workd O
Sepmmfu-die Dhigs: Lhe sewven known bet-
teTs; and a few conbeporaneois profiles
in newspapers and in o ingraphical
dictionary of the period. In addition
thiere was material indexed under her
HUMETOUs namds, her company’'s name,
or e family membors” names in The Mo
Work Times Mder, Mome newspaper chip-
pings appeared in envelopes under L
name from the craombding old newspapes
morgues of the defunct See Yok S,
Brooklyn Eagld, and New York  Joecrand-
American, Yarious libraries across the
country alss had a few clppimgs about
her, collected in vectical files over the
soventr-odd vears since her death.

Gull. it was maot enough material for a
bonk. A page-by-page search of e Tl
vt newspapers produced a comnp rehen-
sinee File o her arteles—somie six hundred

(I Mellie's 115 passsport ayelicalie,
Tier age remains a migstery, e ber pleo
tograph showes ber ioearing o persion aof
ey Frmeops checked rreli-'ve"rl-'l__'.;' cmal,
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PROLOGUE

Gitrmian froops mdvinnee fe Warsom duriig World Wr | Nedlic Bly, the first woman
reparter an the easters frond, mas eager fo see battle comtitions for hersplf,

lengthy newspaper stories, all in the first
persor, writlen maer the coumne of I:I1|_r::|.--
aix yeara A similar search of olber news-
papers, uermalism trade magazines and
gussip sheete of the time added anothis
thoasand  stories of direct melevanes
Bly's story. Taken logether, theae oliEments
formed an ersatz journal. When supple
mented by o mvriad of lisgal documents
and pecords and the 130 I'n-\.'mm.l.l and
business lellers u|‘|:|n'|.||'|'l1_.' amassed, a
meore mulidimensional portrait ri1|.'|||'!.-
|.'~|.'|:,.|:|| tiy ermergy

[ e s for FI-'I:.."-1 achtual birth date—
Bly always cliimed [BS7 as her birth
vinr—sparked another line of bngudry
that led toe another unexpected cache ot
defailed documentation. In her ook
Arwirad Hhe Wordd, Bly regarts thai she
applied for a passport in London in
Movernbear 1884, on Hhe Arst Ir'i_; af har
pourney. Heference archivists in  the
Maltional Aschives retrieved the 1I-r|11,1|1,\|
prsiEpin .|rlrl]i|:'.'|li-::-11. Mol even o hee
gowernmaent was Bly propared 1o reveal
b actual age, but the application does
contirmm edhor important personal details:
her hegght, hade and eye color, even the
shape of her torped-up nose; Other pass-
port applicatiors also appeared in Sate
Department files, confirming the dates of
later lrps abropd. This information

NELLIE RLY

hiscmar o tremely halplul in Iilh:l;_..' 11
what became a réasonably complete
micmith-by-month L"]l.nl|1|.l|.-|:l;|5__1.- af her |ike.
Mational Archives reconds I:'I'I.ILIH]‘.I By
tascimniing and almost unknown aspects
of Bly's Llife to lpht: ber fourasgar sojourn
in Ausiria dunnﬁ World War | and the
immaediate aftermath of that curious stay,

and the panful, final sey aring of relations
with her I'..m'ui]:r owver comtrol of hor steel
Barred COMpny,

Bl gailed bor Austra in August 1914,
pust as the war broke oul She reporfed
fromn. the Bussian and Serbian fronts m
1914 and appealed through US. newspa
pers for aid to Ausirian war seidows and
arphans In 1915 and 1904 She remained
in Vienna throughout the war duspite
Unmited States enlry on the appisEing side
in 1%¥17—and returned to the Dnited
States in eady 1919 This much could be
traced through the Mew York newspapers
ol the Bme. but n||r|'.|r'.|_l| el about Bids
strange period in her lifie was known,

From Mational Archives collections it
was possible o Joam o great deal nwne
Tho hand-signiod difzens’ msisder of the
LS embassy in Vienna confirmed thal
Bly checked inowith the embassy on
August 11, 1934, The same files also con-
firm that she and US Ambassador Fred-
ere Penfield were longtime friends and
that he supported her request o report
from the war front with a very persuasive
ketter of recommendation fo the ApProgn-
ate Austrian authorities.

The Linited Siates broke off diplomatic

Wikile President Woodroww Wilsen was af Hre Pards Peace Conference in 1919, Nellie
By teteal o e bide of the impending threat of Bolshevism,

relations wilh Austria-Humngrary in 1917,
JIIuJ'LI:IH By a very warnm and foendly
“enemy alien™ fwr the remainder of her
stay. Spain handled the representation of
L5 mbenests i Vienna for the deration of
the war, Coples of the Spanish represenia-
ton files confirm that Bly was never
intermed, as many Avserlcan natiomnals i
Austria-Hungary were. The recorcds also
give details of her departure: by special
trasty B Desrne, Swiakzerdand, on annsry
28 719149 wilh ninetesn odher 1S, Gitizens
among them several childrse Hier desti-
meation was Paris?

Both from the standpoint of the story-
ieller and the mesearcher, Bly's dedsion 1o
remain in Austria after 1917 palsed e
ininguing possibilides thal the U5 eov-
ermment had serlous guestions  about
what Bly was dodng ithere or that it had
asked ler 1o do so For (B awn reasons,
[eshin Tavlor of the Mational Archives
||.'_L'-|.:-:rl.n'.'d with enthuasiasm this u|||_'|,n'|_*g'i||.g
b a sizable file om Bly LS. Miligry Intel-
ligence olficers had compiled it starting
with ber arvival in Pares inearly 1919 and
ciading shorily after her return o MNew
Yurk i few weeks laber

While in Austria, Bly managed to
ngratipte herself with the highest echa-
bons of Viennee officialdom and society”
In fact, the new republic of German Aus
Lrka p::i.r.l tor a 5|.l-|.1.1'a1l Eraim compartment
for hier fu kravel to Pans because Bly had
a guasi-official wssignment from it lead-
ersc b0 arge thisir nation’s -case before
Pressiclint Wilson and o warn him agalnst
the penls of Bolshevism' Though she
newver saw Wilson personally,” she did
have lengthy conferences with Gan. lohn
| Pershing, commasder of the Foroe ai
Chavmond, and with B Gen. [ E
Miodan, the asssdant clief of staff.

I':'p.l'!.' pigued the abtention of L5 Mili-
tary [nteligence on Febmuary 4, 1919,
wien she .1'|:|p|i|.'-:i for-a visa at the Pass-
port Burean in Paris to cetum fo the
Llnited States,” This was her Arst opporis-
nity fu explain te “a G2 epresentative”
sxactly what she was dolng In Ausria
thrmoughout the was The representative
made full Feport o the Ckfice of Military
Listelliggence. Two days later, Blv's casual

PROLOGUE

Giestewal Pershideg did sreel and  folked
with Mellie Bly in Paris aelen she condd
aol reach President Wilso.

but emphatic conversation wath an Amaer
bcan soldler on a Paris strest triggered
ancdher latter for the ke “She said that
all France was not worth one American
ife ™ the YO |'|ri1.'7_||lf r.:_:\-'.rted_ “|5hi]
aaid the Germans wene maore like our peo-
ple in regard o their attitude towards
women.” She mld him she had mel the
kaizer personally and that abe lked and
admired him.

In the meantrme, Bly dashed of an
urgent, handwritten letber b President
Wilson, requesting an immediate per-
sonal Interview. An aide replicd o Bly's
appeal, sayving this was out of the ques-
thom because of the pressures of the Peace
Conference, bat that she should send &
detailed statement containing the infoe-
mation =he wanted fo impart. “Belisve
m,” she wrote in reply

if my communlcations were not mone

importand thar the Peace Conference

for the safedy af the world, | should nog
ask for a personal interview at this
tirse. Bul of what vse will be the Pesoe

Lonberence or the League of Matons if

micanwhile Central Europe beoomes a

second Bussia? For onoe the middle

conmdries are it the clutches of the Bol-
shewicks, npothine can save the rest of
thie world from the same dreadful Eate.

The saloition of the morld depenids upan

ol g o mae, Every Boer 2 precios.”

Bly had & second debriefing at Chan-
mant wikth General MNolan and his assis-
LAk, Cisl, A. H, Coxe, Al the same time,
the Stbe Department was asked to fnves-
Hgate her citizenship status and send
ingurics back to the embassy in Vienna
Bly remained at headquarless for Hhres
daye, at the end of which Military Ineelli-
gende Tequested from headguarters a full
report on what had been learned from Bly
“in order that our inbsrmation in this mse
Imay b a8 1'-::-:|I||1I;'I-' R ]'.t:'-'-.'-:-hlr' " Mlan
tloarly hathimed no more douhts abant
B s A mericam ||1:I.'.1|I'I1"i-. o thie reasons For
her pro-German views, He lold the
incuiring officer, LL Caol. Cabat Ward, on
Pebrmary 15, 1919

She went b Ausiria in 1914 when war

was declared by that country agninst

Serbia. She was with the Auwstrian

Army as a oormespondent until  our

entry indo the war, when she retumed

fo Mienaa and did ot .13.1ir. go o the
fromt. She had met and is on friendly
terms with many of the government
otficials and men in public life, She has
not corresponded with her frlends or
relatives im the Dinbled States, and hes
received no news directly from the

United States since our eniry info the

war, Her only information reganding

our parbicipation m the war has been
recelved from German and AwssriEmn

SPRENC, e



souroes. She s convineed that England
I'."':I'L'-I.IEI:II tm Bhe war bor commerceal
redsons and belioves that we entered
thie war to redover the marey wie hind
mdvanced to the Allses, Shp.ix. appar
|11I|:|.' a Fu.frh-rtl'!.r Ie~3.r.1l AmeErican wo-
mian, whio kas heard only the arguments
af the Central Mowers regarding the
war for four vears and who knows
nothing of the Allied podng of view”

Ward responded again, confirming fo
Modan that the Passport Barea bad been
imstructed ko kacilitate Bly's reburn ko the
Linited Skates “at the earlisst possible
it ” HI"I!"(T.ﬂiIiJ'E'I’] that the harther Cfiaes-
tinning mesulted from concern over Bliy's
|'|rr|-[ WETTTAN Imn'ing':.

With 175 clearance to travel, Bly
boarded the S5 Lormine at Bordeaux for
Maw York on February 22, 191% Ward
sent to Washinzton the earlier, more sus-
prickous reports o Bly kbt p'.re-'.'e'dm.i e
finnal questioning and permission bo leave.
Ward told his Washington counterparts
that the reports demonstrated Bly's “pro-
Lserrmanesm” and her attitude toveard Baol-
shevism, on top of which she was
“outzpoken in her opinions going o the
axhent of being agpressive and defiant.™

Lmsure if she should be granted por-
mission to refurn bo the Uniked States,
Ward explalned that his office had
referred the question to Brig, Gen, D E
Molan af HI:'II.L"I'-EI ||1.':|d|.]u:|r-||.-'rs; and b a
Calonel Van Deman. Hath, he said, “were
of the ::-]'ri:n'inn that she wonld do less
harm m America than in France wherne at
this fima tendencies such as she kas man-
ifesbed mav be serious in their conse-
quences.” This, of course, had not been

PROLOGUE

I nakid her §f ahy hed ever been 1v Ceomesy and dho raplied that she
Hit I maked har kow tha feman pesple sa n whola a1l towarde tha pesple
#f tha Unitad Glokas esd she Toplied that they hed shed toern ohiun our
mon [iref fall 4m the Fisld of tettle, ¢ senetkdinp o thet effest.
Tean I sadd that T did met thiak thol i1 was a@ Swsh tho Merman pespla
as 8 whale thot were 1o %iee oo 15 wns tho KaSser. Sha Fepld ol pRal
ho wms the Sinast mon she o) avor Been, ihat ahp bnes his peraoEnily.

Ghe ssid whe: nil Fronsze ®oa Bet werib ne Americen 11fos  &ndd the
Memans wers ®ore 1Lig our pesple im rocecd t6 their sttiduds townrds

Pl {i.l.lllr N. Mﬂjﬁﬂ' rr_r.ln:rr'l'r'd bz compersaliom with Nellte Hl'g' e Mdliany L frn'l!r'gm..'l:',
and theg were ey mferested in her cosvmernts abopt Gq'nnn.l'r_lr.

Nefhie corgidered Kiriser Wilbhelm I fo be
“ithee finest man she bod eoer seen™ angd
Las irmlm' af Irer .n'.::ql.l.iium:rrr st kfe M

- i Tho gmeoticn of thin lady wie aleo Laken up with Colenmel
Van ")i.n. Befora your letter was radeivad wnd Ee pdvised us that
in agreenmit with ©. F. 3, Wiss BLY wan 4o bve allowed to re ia

the Urmited Ttates.

At Lhe nece tEma thim of Moa shooed te

Colernsl Yan Denun ceports ehled It had =sde on bhis suljact and

gopies of which ape enslosed with thia letter.

WMa fesl that

wo wars not 4n puul:lll.m of nll tE& Factis whioh would skow thes
Mipn BLY 18 n loysl smerlcoun #esbn, for up to Lhe present pur ine
vastipmifens had shown that she had atrenp pro=Nemeon Lessdirps.

In any coow W@ Are olpealling ker departure io the Upited States.

Nelliv Biy's reqrest fo rehin fo Aaverica after Bre waor Eniggered o scllitary inoesliga-
Hime dito Teer Fopa iy, Thawegl sl sespicions of ker pro-German leaniugs, the autlhori-

five pepmeitfod her to sel amil from Enrope,

MNELLIE WY

the expressed view from peneral head-
quarbers al all

Word of Bly's departure was cabled
immediately to Washington and from
there o Eupt. I B, Trevor in New York
with the added mobe: ".-"¢|1]1-:r'-_'5h resdcents
of Mew York, ."t-‘.ﬂ_h'“l!l'n'i.'l.‘ descendants
amd -.:u'iﬁin.ﬂ members of the F'I|j-i1'iT!1 S0k
L"‘l}' will remember Mellie's activities, our
files honwever are not sufficiently anti-
quated o fmish any informatien, "'

Trevor met Bly at Military Conirol
Flewize in Mew York following har arrival
February 28, On March & he reported
back o YWashington:

Rellic 4 a bit hazy as to her exact rea
&0 for vi«.‘il:in_'!l; the Central Ii.-np:in_:-. andd
still most by with regand to prelong-
ing her stay there even afber the
onitrance: af ner native Band ino the
wiorkd war, amd there s no doubi as o
Mellie being a bit pro-Cermian, Nellie is
an avowed hater of England and all
that is EmgHsh, and ouf of this hatrad of
the land of the Lion and the Unicorn
preny her hope for the sucoess of Gaer-
man arms. She avows and declanes,
however, that the United States of
Areric 1s rearest and dearest o her
heart, and that her reason for returming
b this coumibry s o save us from the
FIL'I“H of Bolsheviem. !

Hi: weent on bo cxpladn howw Bly's unree-
quited desire to see soldiers under e
drowe her to Auatrin at the end of July
1914, that she had visited the front, “and
that she did not oind at all whether or
miot she was killed becamse of her discoaar
agement over ber financial affairs in this
country previous o her departure,”™ He
went om o report Bly's statement thal fhe
Ciormians and the Austrians treated  her

with wtmost couftesy pven after thie
Linited States had enmtered the war, Fe
also wrote of her afforts (o give Presidont
Wilson the benafit of her advice and how
thi Austrian government had encouraged
amd enabled her to do so. She seported
her conversalions with Pershing, Molan,
and Cevse and Bosy Coxe had o sbenozra-
pher make s verbatim transenpk of her
remarks while promising never o reveal
thieir gocree. W are berehy violabng thiz
agrermient”™ was Trevor's Biccioons asidi

Ax b 1.]'||_=|'|.ri|."-. I‘ll_'.I bald Tresror tla
while in Anstria she “enjoved the rame
and distinet privilege of being in the inner
councils of the Bolshevik leaders” that
tae leader of the movemenl was “he
scfor of a wealthy family asd somaesluat
al o weiter” Treved seporbéd U mian's
nine as “Kiss " ;.*l:hhil'_iv i |:|u'=.-1|.l|:-]|l:-i.| ol-

PROLOGUE

2. Sriefly, Bellls went to gusirla la July of 1914 becsuse
ahe wnp anzious to pes scmetbing 0f the fight ing betwesn Justris and
Berbly - that 1t kad losg besn Rar dealre &2 pee scldiors i the flald

. Bt bacssen of har surriage
1 Eemn o o viaft the flelds of Elory ln gobp opd so

previcus ta onr war with Spaln

ahe hsd o ;
dealded to see the blond and carnage In Serbis. Ohe sald she wes per-

mitked to go te the frost mder

‘whathst o Dot aha

Fimana iai i in thin 2

* Flre, sesl that she did not mind gt all
baconss of Ber dlsconrngmmect ovoE har

ouiry previceis to her dopertore,

In explictivig her desine fo see first-hamd activa on the little froai, Nellie Bly reveals
et financind troebles sl wwailing ler fo Avverica,

de “luh ouk] bead st grant length har schexe to dewn Bolskaylsm.

grs you with the detnils, Jufflce to say that her maln

weapdn bs the throwlpg of & lime of %redps alcog the Baosainn frentler

Friosi hgvlng Direator of Hillry Imbolligemarn.
Tae fnotnin 7. Bs Trevor, 302 Bemiey, B 1. O,

Bohjeat: Tellls Flys
-__._.—.——

1. ™a following highly slfring pemphemase of 0 anblo=
gt I;l e Foopived fron ons Inbellipmsn Offipes ot Bordeat.

Fronaag

mraliie By sriled Pebemasr 2nd for New Yok

Slty on baned the BT Lormine.”

fs Although sesldonts of Dew Todk, Nayflower dessandents

el oripine] menbars oF tho Piliseln foglety wlll demanber
Wallla's activliiss, our Files hewver aro oot eoffialonkly
antlgqunted &0 fornlah oy Lnformnbtlon.

I repoeting Wellie Bly's degrarture fromr Fragee, Militang Detelligener scomifully dis-

Ji By TEm.

Boloanl, Ganoml DEafls

T 0 Boosa,

ﬂ".'_l:l!lﬂlﬂ.. Ve B As

utssesd her st exploits as elosrging fo the fong-forgoiten past,

apants t0 md 59, apd so hpwloe seevenisd che
departing from Mmssis that the catoe

L'.n;r]'rlin Trevor did mol Heink much of
Nellie amd declared e coould sparre fis
supreriars e bortmg details of Rer plior,

erence b e journalist Egon Erwin Kisch,
Teewor sad Bly "aviow[ed] and declarc]d]
that ope Bowver, Secrctary of the Austeian
Forelgn Ofice 5 one of the ring lesders of
the Bolshevist group in Austria” and
clafrresd that both men had entrosted her
with valuable secrets. Trevor's repost
wenk om;

What these seonets vare Nellie did not
dilate upon. Flowever, she states thal
the Bolshewist headguarters in Austria
b sending forth forty apents amply
provided with funds end a diversifled
supply of passports, their objective
bedngg the United States: that the Bol-
shivikr el that i I|1|.':|.I Gan win the
Lintted States fo their Cause I:|1r-'_l.- e
|'||n|||.uln'd thir world, Mellie could ol
(R up{u'il‘ir i= oy the rowdes to et tiken
h-:..' thiese agenits bat was cerfain that
they would obtain entrance inla the
United States. She praised [he clover-
ness of he loaders of the Bolshevist
cavse, and declarsd that they were not
a bot of long halred, dirly peasants, bl
woerz asfube and clever diplomats.!

Trevor decided mot o “bore™ headquar
bers with HE1_.-":=| detnilied |'||;|n I-.'\-r-:!:':l'p.'-;utin!_r.

SPRINLG 15%



MNollie Bly begaon her reoverkable career
erliew slve wrns in her earlty benties,
Siee broke men grovagd for woamen
repariers e hecanne thye lﬁ'urr'm.lf.lrr
of all irestigative journalists,

NELLIE BLY

PROLOGUE

Blsheviam, bul he summardzed i to
Lhroawe a line o |:I'IJ'I.'|F|‘1 "-'-1”'-"[". the Bussian
[ronkter ko cud off the passage of agenis o

and froe He went om bo say thait F,!:I}' Wils
"paper b devole her remaining days" o
the: cause of stopping Bolshevism amd “is

eagir o @il in bouch with such Gowvern-
rrwerd celiscinls as mav wish o minke use of
her efficient self, to send her back o the
Dual Empire and from there into Russis
wihere she canomet into the confidence of
the leserdiors. ™ '

He said she could be reached ak the
MeAlpin Mobel for the e beng, bt
“her funds have been 5o dissipated that
she will have o zeek cheaper quarters”
In thi= connedtion, e added:

Beliss HJ:,- - - - way arrested vesterdoy
oi the charge perury and interferlng
with justice and held in S100 bail in
the Fecteral Courl of Brooklym, It will be
recalled that back in 1914, previous o
ber depariure abwoad, bdrs. Seaman
wins president of U leenclad (2] Man-
ulacturing Co., of Brooklyn which went
it bankruplcy and baonaght Mellie
into considerable prominence i the
conaris, b was charged that she was
secreting books and documents so that
the Commissioner in Bankmptoy could
nok get possession of tem."’

Military Intelligence's pliby summation:
"It is our opinicn that Miss Bly's aspira
tions should not be aken serioushe ™"

Ll ek iy L a ol
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In the Mational Archives, another Httle-
knoawn coache of I'I-I].' infrmabon tokd the
sad, sad end of Bhy's barrel-manuniactur-
iy career 7

By, upon her arrival in Ausiria back in
1814, armanged to travel o (he Russian
and Serbian fronis with a group of corre-
spondents. Her stories appearsd over a
number of months in the MNew York
Evenig Jourmnl, uniil Awvsdrian official:
blocked all reporting to the Allied
nations, The temptation to involve herself
in war work—first m'pnrrinl.:. thien
appenls fur food for Austrian war widows
and orphans—belied ber original intent
m I::m'l.-|i.nH to Yienna, Hly actually wenl
o se hier friend . Cecar Bondy, a wealthy
Bohemian sugar nefiner, in oorder o
arrange new financing for her company.
At the samie time, she managed 4o fes
further prosecution on contermpt charges

im comnection with the hankraploy pros
cwdm_gf .13.1i11~_:.| hirr COITI LY,

Bedore leaving Mew York, Biy put the
cormpany in the name of her eighby-vear-
old mother, Mary [ane Cochrane, This
was an apparent move ke keep ib oul of
the hands of (s many cosdbors, While in
Auskria, |:'|]!|-' imstruciesd her mother o
tromsber titde of tse cunpany o Bondy,
probably o secure 4 personal loan he had
made ko Bly to defray her expenses while
in Austrin. ISI_I.-"-: mother followed her
-.'.|r|.1:||:hh"r"-: inatructions bul soom Tegmet-
ted diing = For as soon as the Linited
States declared war on Austria, Bondy
became an ¢nemy akien The company, by
ther in his name, immediately fall under
the pirssdiction of the LS. Alien Property
Custeddian. Mational Archives files illumi-
muabed this unhappy chapder In Bly's e
fovr Hhue darsk B, |:|'||.'|1.||J:|n|q the final and
irrevocnble breach i relabons  betwern
Hly and her osother

Bly's mother hiled sait agaimest the Alien
P'raperty Custodian in an effort to restore
her m-.-'ngn'-hip of the Hrm. H-}' thi end of
February 1520, LS. District Court Judge
Edwin L. Garvin miled that Bly—not her
mother—was the firmy's rightiul owmer
and that nothing improper had been done
in getbing Mory fane o sign control over
to Bondy, Blv's mother retained income
:r'.|'l."':l'l1 tl'lE' Hl'llﬂ't'tl I1|: +]'ht' 'i.'I:lTI.'IFa:'".'I"«' !.I.1I.' }IE‘F
lifetime, after which the shares swens o
revert o Bly,

_Il,lqi_gl,' Caarvin smd so much bitterness
botween the partics surmounded the case
that the court had made every offort o
recancile their conflicting interesi= “and
1o restore the natural relation of mother
and daughter.” Thal proved impossible,
her said. Even though Bly won the case, it
tumed oul there wias nothing ledt bo fght
cvier The firm was oo heavily in debt,
The severing of ndations with bher mother,
whom Bly had cared for and supported
all her adult bife, broke Bly's heart. The
illustrions history of Mellie Bly and the
steol barrel ended in dissipation by litga-
o,

For the two and a hall years remaining
until ker death from preamonia on Janu-
ary 27 1921, Bly was as aclive and

PROLOGUE

Titla

JIa rf.
Bary J. Doohraos, plsintt

Cledm Ha. 172

Trosk A670-5

Hoport 2665 ,1G467
il k]

Bocket No. H. ¥. O3

£

T tatall
Cnptcfion, Cecar Dondy,

Dulmar
Btool Sarrol Oo. &F APAFisd

Zornan L. DOERIogh,

Vamee

« [no. Bieminl Dloka,
truotonn, dofnednnio.

Dptriat Sonrt, toothorn [lietrlot ef llow Yexk.

Typa of actlan-

Action to voturn proporty onlicd upom alolnm of

cmmarabip.
Isspne andl anoont Lowolved.

Blll im eguity to cotablioh ololw undor Soptlom &

to oartain ptock noslgned e dafendont snomy

Ducar Bapdy, Maintiff clalma coolpnoomt obdainod

by froud und meis 0 hove o wei aalla.

Affidovlt undor bootlom O dotod Aupued 0,1010, ood
furthor dupllonts oPfldavlt mars CL1a0 sopeet 15 1918,
Thevo offidavite woro hosed on allefmSion th:t tha
voting truot pertificstie reprosooting tho choren 1o tha
anaey Irom gorploipamt by feamud.

Zxaont for the pomilbls gueeticn od the Surlsdlotion of

=l=

The final, sad chapter of Nellie Bly's steel-latrrel manufactiing carcer f2 beld tn
recards of B case Frorght by lier oeethier aguninsd Hee Altens Property Crestodian,

emaged a8 she had been as o voung dans
devil reporter. Her ruinous finances led
her to appeal b Arthur Brsbane, her old
fricnd from Mie York Warld days, for a b
on the Mem York Erieimg kivron, He pul
her to otk as a feature writer and adwvice
columnizsl on the editorial page. Bly
turned her column bnto a sodal service
clearinghouse, If an unwed mother
needed work to support her child or a
new home for the infant, Bly found it 1
American seamen could not get work
because foreign bborers underbid them
tor il_1|'|'\1. Iil:.r |1r3.:|1i?_|_'-d. the workers inio

an assoclation amd wrote repeatediy
about thedr plighl. From whatever hes
place or circumstance, Bly viewed every
piluntion as.an appor banity o miake a dif-
ferenee in obhier Fﬂ,'c:-pli"u Hves as waell as
her o, A the most famous Flllrl.'lﬂl.'i'-il‘ il
her |:|.1_'9.-, S AN |~\.1.r|:..' wiman industrialist
as a humamitarian, even as a I'h?h?.aguqm'l:
fitiganl, By kepl the same formula for
success: [etermine Right, Decde Fasi,
Apply Energy. Act with Conviction. Fighl
to the Finksh, Accepl ihe Consegquences
Pl on.
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